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CHAPTER EIGII

SHELTER ASSISTA].ICE

8.1 OB.]ECTI\ES

This activity is afuned at locating existing shelter, planning for
the use of shelter in an emergency, ffid promoting development of new
shelter.

8.2 LOCAf,ING EXISTING SFIELTER

Most buildings provide some degree of protection from fallout radia-
tion and direct effects of nuclear detonations including blast, initial
radiation, ffid fire. Identification of these buildings and the degree
of protection they provide is fu11y federally supported through the
National Shelter Suwey (NSS) program.

The NSS is conducted urder supervision of goverrment architects or
engineers, ffid ruch of the work- is carried out irnder a "stnmrer-hire"
program using specially qualified college students. Each DCPA Regional
office directs the survey efforts within the States according to prior-
ities and technical guidelines issued by the National office.
8.5 PLAI\INING FOR USE OF SI{ELTER IN EIVIERGENCY

Shelter use planning provides for the best possible protection for
the public, utilizing the best available protective shelter space. It
determines wtrat the people should do and uilrere to go and provides for
informing the public in event of a nuclear attack.

This planning recognizes the various effects to which comntrnities
might be subjected in the event of nuclear attack because of their size,
location, &d military value, ild is called Nuclear Civil Protection
planning (NCP). This plarurring may include protection for people (1) at
or near their normal residence or (2) after they have relocated to some
distance from higher risk areas which might receive direct effects. Both
forms of planning, i.e., shelter in-place cal1ed Corrmrnity Shelter Planning
(CSP), md shelter after relocation ca11ed Crisis Relocation Planning (CRP),
are needed for complete contingency planning for nuclear deferse. Thus,
MP enbraces both CSP and CRP together with associated emergenqF opera-
tional plans for inplementation in the event of a crisis or actual attack.

The work involved in developing or updating Nuclear Civil Protection
plans is fu1ly federally supported, primarily by means of contracts for
hiring planners within eactr of the States. Under these contracts the
States provide local goverrlments with technical and procedural assistance
for developing both allocation plans and the means to inform the -publicon what to do-and where to go. These information materials are developed
to the point of camera-ready copy (i.e., ready for inunediate publication
r+tren iC is determined necessary), along with plans for dissemination to
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FALLOUT PROTECTION

January 25, 1960



Stqtement to the Press

January 25, 1960

The White House
The President, in meeting today with the members of the Special Committee

on Civil Defense of the Governors' Conference, re-emphasized his support of
the statement on National Policy on Shelters, issued at his direction on N{ay 7,
1958. This statement declared thar "intheevenr of nuclear attack on this.coun-
try fallout shelters offer the best single non-military defense measure for the
protection of the greatest number of our people."

The President also referred to his statement, contained in a message to the
Senate on August 25, L959, that "alongwithour military defense and retaliarory
forces, civil defense and defense mobilization are vital parts of the nation's
total defense--together they stand as a strong deterrent to war."

The President appreciated the opportunity to confer with the Governors and
to discuss with them programs tl-iey have underconsideration at State and local
leve1s to implement theNationalFederalShelterpolicy. To this end, the Presi-
dent asked the Director of the Office of Civil and Defense Mobilization to con-
tinue to act as his personal representative in working with the Governors'
Special Committee on Civil Defense.
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@ crvrl. DEFENSE PREPAREDNESS. 

'61PREPARE:
Your family shelter and equip with two-week supply

of food and water, first aid kit, battery radio.
Evacuation kit for your automobile with food, water,

first aid kit, battery or car radio, blankets,

LEARN:
1. Warning signals and what they mean.
2. Your community plan for emerg:ency action.
3. Protection from radioactive fallout.
4. First aid and home emergency preparedness,
5. Use of CONELRAD-640 or l24O for official

directions.

WHEN THE WARNING SOUNDS
A STEADY BLAST OF 3 TO 5 MINUTES

This means: ATTACK ALERT-TAKE ACTION AS DIRECTED BY
LOCAL GOVERNMENT.

Tune your AM radio to a Conelrad lrequency (640 or l2{0)for omcial directlons. Proceed according to your communlty's
emergency action plan. Don't use the telephone.

WAILING TONE OR SHORT BLASTS FOR 3 MINUTES
This means: ATTACK-TAKE COVER IMMEDIATELY IN BEST

AVAILABLE SHELTEB.
In a building: If there is no prepared shelter, go into a basementor to an lnterior flrst floor room. Stay ln shelter until you get
word you can leave.
Outdoors or in a car: Clo to nearest shelter, If you ca,nnot reachprepared shelter lie flat on the ground ,ace down, or crouch on
fl,oor of ca.r.
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Chapter 3

RADIOLOGICAL DEFENSE
Frrllout. rr silent \1'e?lp()t) tirtrt s-oultl errdrlllger e\-er'l- palt of the

coruitl'\' lfter il nuclerrl atttrclr, r'eceir-etl inclenserl atteirtiorr bv tlie
Agenrr- in rrnotiiel pl'iol'it)- ploglruir-Radiological Defense. Ihe
plogrrl)1 l-as nrzrcle up o{ a nllrltber of palts-opelational planning,
shelter'. ittstniulentation. rlonitoring. tlaining. public infonltrtiou. ancl
resealch.

PLANNING
A larliologiurl (lefejlse pltlr \\-as cler-elopeil rs flt] annex to the \-n-

tionnl I)latr ful Cir-il f)efense.' 'I'he 1r1,rn rrssisnerl r'atliologicrrl
t-lefense resl.rorisibilities to Fedelal. State. nntl local govenrrnerits, ancl
plor-icletl the guiclelines fol tire deveioprrent of State anrl locaI rnclio-
logical clefense plans. -\rltlitiontrl gnidelirres rr-ele t'ler-elopecl through
tl Ne$- Engllricl stutlr- f<.n'tlre -\gericv bv Teciurical Opelrrtions. fncor-
lrorirterl. of 13urlington. )[:rss. llhe stuclv le-qultecl in a dltrft mtrnutrl.
Ilculioloclical L)e7etus,: I'/,trttrii,rl (,uiit,. n'liiclr l-as rrrrrler le\ie\y by
the '\gencr- rrt the el](l of the lear'.

SHELTER
A ir-poirit Natiolrri 1'olitr-ot) Slieltels Nii-{ fliurorulcecl bv the Adruirr-

istlator on ][ar' 7. 1!)rr,\. 'fhe poJicr-. rvhich rlilectll- supported tlie
Rntliological I)eferise Ploglrrnr. plrrcecl joint responsibilitl- fol fallout
plotection on tire Fer.lertrl (iovenirnent ancl tlie Arnelican people. The
policr l-rrs birsecl on tlie recognition that, iri the eveut of nuclear attrrcli.
"fallout sheltels ofler tire l,est siugle nonnilitalr. clefense nrerrsure for
tire plotection o{ the greatest nurnl-rel of oul people.tt

The text of the policl' stzrtenrent {olloirs :

The Adrniuistlatirnr h:rs cLrntlur:tetl exhirustive stutlies al1(l tests n'ith :'esltect
t(i l)rr)te('tile Dre:rsl11'es tr) sillegurrr'(l rrul citizells agrrinst the effeats of uucleitl
\reap()us. -Ihese Fe\-erill irnirlyses hal.e ilr(licrlted tirnt tlie|e is il great poteDtinl
fr-rl tlte sar-ilg of life ]rr- frrllorrt shelters. Iu tlle e\-eut ofi rmr:Ieirr irttacli orr tiris
Crlnllt.rJ-. fatll()trt shelters oller the best sirrgle uonniilit:r15 tlefeuse rleal-sule frtr
the I)roTe(tiolr of tlie greatest riuilrber t,f oul p(,olrle.

Fttrthelrlole. it rliltioll \f ith adequrlte fitllout pr'ote( tiorr is rr nirtiorr rrhich $-oultl
be nrore rlifiicult to slrr.t:essfullS attat,li. !I'his fllct alone n-ouIrl substantialll'
lessel) the tel]ll)trttioll of arn itggressrrr to 1irlln(.h nrl attil(.k.

lLater title: The f etionql Pltn lor {iril Dc.fcnse aild Dclcilse )tobilization (see th. 1.
PlaDnirg).
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Straclural Strengtb, Suruiuability, and. Obsolescence 257
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Fi.gure 49 - Multi-plate steel protecti.ae bome sbelter
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